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so many nations a disinterested protection. In his return into the East
all the people came out to meet him with extraordinary joy, and his
reception in every city on the road was a kind of triumph, especially at
Constantinople, where he arrived on the 9th of November 391; and he
appeared more glorious by the marks of love which he received of his
subjects than by the victories he had gained over his enemies.

The young Valentinian followed in everything the advice and in-
structions of St Ambrose, honouring and loving him with as much ardour
as his mother had formerly persecuted him with fury.    Never was prince
more ready to correct his faults.   When he was told that he was too fond
of the sports of the circus, he renounced those diversions except on indis-
pensable occasions.   When some said that his passion for hunting diverted
his mind from business, he presently ordered all the wild beasts he kept in
a park to be killed.    It was said by some that he advanced the hour of
his meal too early, out of intemperance:  he made use of this advice, and
became so abstemious that he fasted very often and ate but little, even in
the magnificent entertainments which he provided for his courtiers.   He
eased his subjects of many burdens and taxes, and never imposed any new
ones, saying the people were already too much oppressed.    Yet Count
Arbogastes, general of his forces, came to an open breach with him.   This
man was a Frank by birth, but had been brought up from his youth in
the Roman army and was a pagan.   By the great power to which he arrived,
he assumed so much as to command Valentinian and dispose of all things
at pleasure.   The emperor at length resolved no longer to brook his imperi-
ous behaviour and bear with his insolence.   In 392, when they were both
together in Gaul, busy in securing the country against the Germans, their
misintelligence was carried to the highest pitch.   But at length a seeming
peace was concluded.   The emperor pressed St Ambrose to come to him
at Vienne, in Gaul, to be a witness to their reconciliation, and he was
desirous to be baptized by him, being then in the twentieth year of his
age.    In his impatience to see him and receive the holy sacrament of
regeneration, he used often to say, " Shall I be so happy as to see my
father ?"    He never had that happiness, being strangled by Arbogastes
whilst he was diverting himself in the garden of his palace, on the banks
of the Rhone, at Vienne, on the I5th of May 392,   St Ambrose, who was
advanced on his journey as far as the Alps, upon hearing this tragical news,
returned to Milan, watering all his steps with his tears.    Valentinian's
corpse was buried with Gratian's at Milan, and St Ambrose pronounced
his funeral oration, in which he largely proves that his desire of baptism
supplied the want of it, and promises always to remember him in his
sacrifices and prayers.    Arbogastes placed the imperial diadem on the
head of Eugetiius, a rhetorician by profession, a man of parts and learning,
who had long been in his service, and from an ignoble condition had been